Major Accomplishments of

the Governor’s Children’s Cabinet 

Implementation of Universal Children’s Health Insurance
· Enrollment Gains in Medicaid and Child Health Plus – New York achieved a steady increase in children’s enrollment with 130,000 new enrollments (or a 6.6% increase) from January 2008 to June 2009. These two programs now provide health care coverage to more than 2 million children.
· Decline in the Number of Uninsured Children in New York – The number of uninsured children under the age of 19 in New York decreased by 21 percent from 434,000 in 2007 to 343,000 in 2008 – a decline of 91,000 children.
· Expanded Access to Health Care – Medicaid coverage is now automatically extended for all 18, 19 and 20 year olds leaving foster care until their 21st birthday. As well, the Child Health Plus program expanded access to critical mental health services.
· Federal Approval and Support for Child Health Plus Expansion to 400 Percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) – Federal matching funds were authorized and provided for the 400 percent FPL expansion retroactive to September 2008 when the State implemented this expanded coverage. In addition, this approval included two new exceptions to the six-month waiting period for certain vulnerable children and youth.
· The Connections to Coverage Campaign Brought Information on New York’s Health Insurance Programs to More Than 40,000 Families in the State – More than 900 events and activities were conducted to promote Child Health Plus and Medicaid throughout New York State.
Implementation of the Early Childhood Agenda
· Increase in the Number of Districts Implementing Universal Pre-kindergarten (UPK) – Since the creation of the Children’s Cabinet, the number of children served by UPK has increased from 62,929 to 109,000 or by 58 percent. 
· Increased Flexibility – With support from the Cabinet and outreach by State Education Department (SED) senior staff, the Board of Regents amended regulations to allow districts to implement new UPK programs mid-year. This allowed newly eligible districts who were not able to start programming in the fall to make use of this funding opportunity.  
· Contract Simplification – With support of the Children’s Cabinet, a portion of UPK funds allocated to New York City were transferred directly to the NYC Administration for Children’s Services (ACS). This allowed ACS to place the UPK funds directly into existing contracts that they have with child care centers and Head Start programs to provide UPK. 
· Early Learning Standards – Learning standards for children participating in UPK and for children birth to five have been developed. Efforts are being made to align both of these sets of standards with the revision of the K-12 learning standards.

· QUALITYstarsNY– Collaborative work by the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS), SED, and their partners continued on the development of QUALITYstarsNY, New York’s Quality Rating and Improvement System for center- and family-based early care and education programs. QUALITYstarsNY is currently being field tested in 13 communities around the State. 
Re-engaging Disconnected Youth
· Foster Youth Tuition Assistance Increase – The proposed State Fiscal Year 2010-11 Executive Budget creates a new Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) “independent schedule”, increasing the award for youth in foster care from $3,025 to $5,000. 
· College Access Challenge Grant Program (CACG) – OCFS is pursuing funding under CACG to help increase the number of youth in care who are prepared to enter and succeed in post-secondary education. OCFS is proposing to jointly develop with the Higher Education Services Corporation (HESC) a Foster Care Corner which would address specific issues related to youth in care and paying for college. The Foster Care Corner would be modeled after the current Military Corner on the HESC website. In addition, under this grant OCFS would: develop youth in care regional ambassadors; hold college and career planning forums for service providers, foster parents, as well as for youth in care; and, develop college preparation videos, posters and printed materials for human services professionals and disconnected youth.

· College Class Enrollment – In 2009, 44 OCFS youth enrolled in post GED/High School classes through the community college network.  

· Geographic Information Center (GIC) – During 2009, information on higher education, vocational training and employment and training services/programs were added to the GIC, which already includes information on child care services, Division of Juvenile Justice and Opportunities for Youth (DJJOY) facilities and congregate care programs. The GIC enables local district and voluntary agency staff to view programs and services within a specified location.
· Transfer of Educational Records – Pilot programs (Rochester, Syracuse and New York City) have been established to ensure the transfer of educational records when a youth moves from a local correctional facility to a state correctional facility.  
· Career Development and Youth Office Launched – The launch of a Career Development and Youth Initiatives Office within the Department of Labor (DOL) to serve as a single point of information on youth-specific issues and a single point of contact with SED, OCFS, and other youth-serving agencies and initiatives. 

· DOL Disconnected Youth Grants – Distribution of $5 million for a DOL Disconnected Youth RFP to serve disconnected youth ages 14 through 24 by expanding career awareness, providing dropout prevention, and developing work skills and competencies needed to motivate youth to achieve and succeed in their adult work life.
· DOL Worker Grants – A targeted $15 million investment in a DOL Emerging and Transitional Worker RFP was distributed to provide emerging and transitional workers ages 18 and older with necessary skills and competencies to obtain employment and advance their careers. Populations targeted included young adults with disabilities or limited English proficiency who are out of school or have had contact with the criminal justice system.

· Career Planning – In 2009, OCFS conducted six regional educational forums throughout the State focused on post- secondary education and career planning for local districts, voluntary agencies, and foster parents working with youth transitioning from foster care or juvenile justice placements (six more forums are planned for 2010). Also, OCFS expanded upon its higher education resource directory to include a vocational training component and educational and vocational resources by region, and renamed this directory as “The New York State Education and Career Planning Resource Directory.”
· CareerZone – The expansion and continued marketing of DOL’s CareerZone website, the Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM), and the Career Portfolio tool to encourage career development and career planning to be used by youth- serving agencies, schools, and community-based organizations. 
· Summer Youth Jobs – As a result of a joint outreach effort by OCFS, the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA), and DOL to all counties in New York, the number of youth enrolled in the Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) increased by 21percent from 2008 to 2009. For the first time, specialized services were added to the program for vulnerable youth (those in foster care, juvenile justice facilities or homeless), with 1,000 vulnerable youth enrolled in 2009. In addition, three out of four administrators surveyed noted that the additional federal Recovery Act funds available in 2009 made it possible to employ youth with high risk behavior who would not typically have been placed.
· Subcommittee on Children with Incarcerated Parents – The creation of an interagency subcommittee on children of incarcerated parents that bridges, for the first time, criminal justice and human services to address the needs of this population. This Subcommittee includes representatives from the following state agencies: OCFS, Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS), Council on Children and Families (CCF), Department of Correctional Services (DOCS), DOL, SED, Department of Health (DOH), Office of Court Administration (OCA), Division of Parole and Correctional Alternatives (DPCA), OTDA, and Division of the Budget (DOB), and advocacy organizations.
· Data Collection – The launch of a multi-agency data collection initiative where none existed before to quantify the number and needs of children with incarcerated parents.

· Bridging Corrections, Courts, and Human Services to Meet the Needs of Children – The compilation and dissemination of all family programs within DOCS to family court judges statewide.  This effort has laid the groundwork for future cross-disciplinary initiatives to better meet the needs of children with incarcerated parents.
· Workshop to Promote Connectivity Between Children and Their Incarcerated Parents – To promote connectivity between incarcerated parents and their children, DCJS and DOCS created a workshop providing information to case workers on the benefits and logistics of arranging visits between incarcerated parents and their children. The first workshop was conducted at NYPWA in January 2010 and was well attended and well received, and the group is looking for future venues to present. 
· “Be Sure Your Child is Cared For and Safe” Flyer – Members of the Children of Incarcerated Parents Subcommittee participated in the Permanent Judicial Commission on Justice for Children’s workgroup to develop a flyer to help incarcerated parents plan for their children, that in particular, describes and provides forms to designate a person in parental relationship so that their children have caregivers who have the legal ability to make education and medical decisions for their children. 
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