In the Communities
We’re focusing our work in two communities:
Western New York and Nassau County.
These two communities established teams representing
early childhood that include family members,
pediatricians, county organizations, community-based
organizations and their local Help Me Grow initiatives.
The partners agree that they have a role to play in
supporting the success of families in their communities.
Instead of working separately, the teams have come
together to focus on the 5-year goal of increasing the
developmental skills of 3-year-old children.

Teams meet regularly and are working to create a
resource, referral, and follow-up pathway developed with
families for families in their communities to ensure all
families have the support they need to thrive. To learn
more about the Help Me Grow initiative in New York
State, go to www.helpmegrowny.org.
To find out more about the ECCS work taking place in
your community or to support your local ECCS team,
use the contact information for the team leads below.

Our Goals
Children’s opportunities for learning begin even before
they are born. In New York State, we’re working to ensure
that all children are given an equal start in life. The New
York State Council on Children and Families, along with 11
other states, has a 5-year grant from The US Department of
Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services
Administration, Maternal and Child Health Bureau to work
together with families, state and community agencies to:
1. Promote child development, by making sure that
pediatricians, child care providers, teachers and
families are aware of how babies and young children
grow and learn.

2. Identify young children who may need additional
support and make sure that if they do they receive it
quickly and easily, because we know that acting early
makes a difference!
3. Create partnerships and share resources that support
families and children living in our communities.
4. Empower families to support their baby’s learning in
ways that are meaningful to them.
Docs for Tots
Melissa Passarelli, MS
melissa@docsfortots.org
Phone: (631) 662-3176
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Partners
For more information on this project and to
connect with our 60 plus partners in New York
State and around the country, visit the ECCS
Impact Resource section of our website at
www.ccf.ny.gov to view our organizational chart.
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NYS ECCS State Advisory Team Members: Capital District Child Care Council,
Docs for Tots, Help Me Grow–Long Island, New York Early Childhood Professional
Development Institute, NYS Council on Children and Families, NYS Department
of Health, NYS Early Childhood Advisory Council, NYS Education Department,
NYS Head Start Collaboration Office, NYS Learn the Signs, Act Early Ambassador,
NYS Office of Children and Family Services, NYS Office of the Governor, NYS
Office of Mental Health, NYS Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance,
Prevent Child Abuse New York, The Research Foundation for the State University
of New York, Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy, United Hospital Fund,
The University of Buffalo

HRSA Disclaimer
This project is/was supported in part by the Health Resources
and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) under grant number
H25MC12970, Early Childhood Coordinated Systems,

100% HRSA funded. This information or content and conclusions
are those of the author and should not be construed as the
official position or policy of, nor should any endorsements be
inferred by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. Government.

CONTACT INFO: NYS Council on Children and Families
52 Washington Street, Suite 99 Rensselaer, NY 12144
Phone (518) 473-3652
Kristin Weller, Project Coordinator
kristin.weller@ccf.ny.gov
Phone (518) 474-0158

Ciearra Norwood, Project Assistant
ciearra.norwood@ccf.ny.gov
Phone (518) 408-4107
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