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The Children’s Plan was developed with the input of over 125 workgroup members, 1,000 individuals
participating in regional public forums, advisory committee members to the Office of Mental Health,
and key personnel from all child-serving systems. This Plan is truly a document that reflects the collec-
tive vision and mission of citizens throughout New York State that have a vested interest in children’s
social and emotional development. Crafted by the knowledge and perspectives of parents and care-
givers, young people, early education educators, school educators, elementary and secondary
administrators, community leaders, youth development experts, youth service providers, advocates and
state policy leaders, this Plan represents a vision for improving services and supports for children and
families for the next 5 to10 years.

Although the Children’s Plan was developed in 2008, it is a living document and will continue to grow
and evolve to meet the changing needs of our children and their families. The Plan will be revisited
each year to take stock of our collective progress and to adapt the Plan. In order to sustain the momen-
tum generated from the development of the Plan and continue to engage stakeholders in this process,
we have developed the capacity to receive ongoing input into the future of the Plan and its recom-
mendations.

While soliciting feedback from the public is an important piece to ensuring the Plan remains a reflection
of our collective vision, providing information on our progress in meeting the goals of the Plan is just as
important. The ENGAGE website through the Office of Mental Health will not only serve as a portal to pro-
viding input, but also as a venue for accountability and transparency. Regular updates on the initiatives,
programs and resources that grew out of the Children’s Plan will be provided to inform the public of the
efforts being made to improve and enhance services for children and their families.

Please continue to visit the ENGAGE website for further updates and information. Also, anyone can pro-
vide input and recommendations on the Plan or the children’s mental health system via email to
dialogues@omh.state.nyus. If you do not have access to a computer, you may also send it via U.S. Mail to:

Children’s Plan

Division of Children and Family Services
New York State Office of Mental Health
44 Holland Avenue

Albany, NY 12229
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Appendices

Material Available on the Office of Mental Health’s ENGAGE: Children’s Plan Website

The Children’s Mental Health Act of 2006, authorized the development of the Children’s Plan. Since
that time a number of activities have taken place to inform the creation of this final document. The
following supportive documents are available at http://www.omh.state.ny.us/omhweb/engage/

e Children’s Plan Formative Documents
e Preliminary Children’s Plan
e Workgroup Reports
e Engaging in Next Steps Document

» Regional Public Forums and Dialogues
 Public Forum Photos
 Statewide Dialogues and Testimony (as of May 2008)
e Summaries of Public Feedback by Region (by five themes)

e Stakeholder Participation
e Workgroup Members
e Commissioner’s Advisory Groups
e Mental Health Services Council
e Committee on Families
Mental Health Planning Advisory Committee
e Children’s Subcommittee
Multicultural Advisory Council
e Recipient Advisory Council
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